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2020 Ιανουάριος

2020-2021 Parish Council
James Christopoulos, Treasurer ‘20
Georgia Everse ‘20
Deno Fotieo ‘20
John Taylor ‘21
Sam Nicholas ‘21
Jim Koukios ‘21
Shelly Sinas ‘20
Paul Skentzos, President ‘20
Jim Spero ‘20
Matt Stark, Vice-President ‘21
Linda Triant ‘19

Ministries & Activities
Adult Greek School - Terry Monoyios
Altar Boys - Ted Liberski
Bible Study/Orthodox Readers - Fr. Joshua Pappas
Building Committee - Peter Prince
Chanters - Protopsalti Brian Phipps, Terry Monoyios, Ted Liberski
Anna Kroondyk, & Maria Stanford
Choir - Cynthia Kay Afendoulis
Facilities - Hall Rentals/Cleaning - Ginger Lange
General Endowment - George Orphan
Gift Shop - Marcia Liberski
GOYA - Christy Buck, Esther Koukios, & Jim Koukios
Greek Dancing - Katerina Bichay, Patrina Stark, & Vasiliki
Christopoulos
Hope & Joy - Ted & Marcia Liberski
Housekeeping - Linda Triant, Terry Monoyios, & Peter Prince
Hymnology - Lana Anastos, Carol Dyer, & Olivia Harshman
Internet Ministry - Anamaria Fiorenzo & Paul Skentzos
Maintenance Committee - Peter Prince
Philoptochos - Kelly Pahman
Religious Education - Phyllis Afendoulis
Stewardship - Sam Nicholas
Tuesday Group - Ginger Lange
Youth Endowment - Jim Gorant

Crisis and Change

A Reflection on the Three Great Hierarchs
Father Joshua Pappas

We desire security, a desire that shapes our approach to
life. The safe pasture we seek often comes from ‘rational selfinterest,’ so foundational in Adam Smith’s economic theory:
that is, an action only makes sense if it maximizes personal
interest and gain.
We’re all susceptible to ‘rational self-interest,’ which can
even taint religious and spiritual activity. We think God is going
to enter our life – or intervene momentarily – in a pleasant
manner and according to our desires, requiring little or no
change on our part. It is no wonder, then, that we can be
religious a lifetime but feel little of a real, personal sense of
God’s presence. Perhaps I’m speaking only of my own sinful
experience, but perhaps you share this experience as well, if
only to a small degree.
The real God, however, is a God of the storm (e.g. Mark
4:35-41). He works most profoundly through crises, through
heart-wrenching experiences that change our direction.
Sometimes these are extraordinary, one-time events, but we can
also consider every moment a crisis or ‘judgment,’ according to
the Greek etymology of the word; we constantly choose
between humility and pride, between serving and being served,
between God and ourselves. Sin is so pervasive – our ego so
strong – that something dramatic is required to break us out of
our small worlds into the deep realm of God.
We find this spiritual reality in three remarkable saints:
Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian, and John Chrysostom.
Early Christians fought over who was the greatest among them,
and out of concern for unifying peace, a new Church feast was
born: the Feast of the Three Hierarchs, which we celebrate on
January 30th. What produced their greatness? Personal crises, as

St. Basil the Great

Born into a wealthy Christian family in 330 AD,
St. Basil combined a fearful intellect with an
unrelenting will for success, distinguishing himself in
his studies in Constantinople and Athens. The future
seemed to smile on the young Basil as he began a
promising career in public administration. At just 25
years old, he ascended the ranks as a political speech
writer, rhetorician, and litigator. His professional
success was matched by a commanding presence, and
he exuded a self-confidence that could seemingly
conquer the world.
But something was awry deep within the future
saint. By his own admission, he suddenly “woke up,”
realizing the futility of his life compared to “the
wondrous light of the Gospel.” He was particularly
humbled by Christ’s demand for “perfection” (Matt.
5:48), which sparked a determination to avoid
attachment to anything in the world; St. Basil sold his
possessions, embraced a life of solitude, and devoted
himself particularly to those in need. We do not know
all the details, but we do know his amendment was
radical. St. Basil went from being an elite, respected
citizen to a tireless servant of the Gospel. It was a
movement from darkness to light, and in the case of
St. Basil, this included a mystical encounter with God’s
Uncreated Light.

St. Gregory the Theologian

St. Gregory (born 329 AD), like St. Basil, was
highly educated and combined a brilliant mind
with unbreakable determination. A love for Greek
philosophy attracted him to Athens, but when he
decided to pursue his dream of studying there,
winter had already brought unsafe sailing
conditions. In the folly of youthful enthusiasm, St.
Gregory happened upon a ship destined for Athens
and climbed aboard. As the ship departed, an
exciting future ran through his head; he was
wealthy, brilliant, and well connected – the
makings of endless possibilities.

But a fierce squall changed everything. For
20 days, St. Gregory’s ship was battered by wind,
waves, and rain. “Everything became a great
blackness,” he recalls, and a hopeless sense of
despair crept in. St. Gregory was also concerned
with something beyond physical death; he had put
off baptism, and the “murderous waters were
keeping [him] away from the purifying waters that
divinize us.” Approaching a breaking point, he
opened his soul in prayer with new intensity,
promising to give himself totally to God and to the
Church if his life was spared. At that moment the
storm ceased, and St. Gregory followed through on
his promise.

St. John Chrysostom
Born into a wealthy family in Antioch (Syria)
in 350 AD, St. John received an excellent education
in classics and philosophy. As a distinguished
lawyer, St. John plunged headlong into the alluring
life of a young, single professional. He worked
tirelessly in the courts but also enjoyed the
foremost form of entertainment in his time, the
theater. St. John was always morally upright, but he
was caught up in fleeting pleasures and, in his own
words, “had upset the balance of his life by an
excess of youthful fantasies.” We don’t know
precisely what happened, but somehow St. John
emerged from worldliness in dramatic fashion; he
sold all his possessions, joined a hermit in the
caves outside Antioch, and later devoted his life to
active service in the Church.
Embracing our Own Crisis
In all three saints, we see a basic element of spirituality:
God works through crisis and change. If we can’t say,
“Something isn’t right in my life,” then we leave little room for
Christ to do His healing work. Self-satisfied complacency kills
the Holy Spirit. Strangely, we should be grateful when we’re
shaken up, when life isn’t unfolding as we wish. Discomfort is
often the finger of God pushing us deeper into the mystery of
life, where we sometimes don’t wish to go. “If anyone wants to
come after me, let them deny themselves, take up their cross
daily, and follow me” (Luke 9:23). Without a daily ‘crisis,’ we
cannot be certain we’re following the one, true God.
With joy in our Infant Lord,
Fr. Joshua Pappas

Parish Council News
Facility Refresh Update
At the November 3rd Parish Assembly the Council presented
the first phase of exploratory concepts for our facility refresh
project. You can find a copy of this presentation in the weekly
e-bulletin. It is also on display on an easel in the fellowship
hall. We welcome comments and questions regarding the
concepts and the next phase of the project. You can leave
comments on the easel display or email the church office
at info@holytrinitygoc.org. Please include Regarding the
Facility Refresh Project in the subject line. The Parish Council
will also be hosting meetings with Ministry Leaders to gather
additional feedback. Please watch the weekly e-bulletin for
notices regarding these meetings.

Fellowship Coffee Hour
We are in need of families/individuals to host our weekly
coffee hour following liturgy. Everything you need to host the
coffee hour is provided (coffee, tea, cookies), all that is needed
is set-up. Philoptochos is responsible for the first Sunday of
each month. To lessen the burden for any one person or
group, we encourage all of our families to volunteer for one
Sunday per year. Please call Chris in the church office to
reserve a date. We will be introducing an online sign-up
capability soon. Thanks in advance for supporting our Holy
Trinity Church family in this way.

Religious Education Upcoming Events
January through March 2020

Sunday January 5:
Religious Education Classes resume

Month of January Grades 7-12:

Completion of Divine Presence Project
St John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival Kick - off

Sunday February 9: RE Choir Sunday
Sunday, February 16th: Grades 1-6: Pan
Orthodox Choir Concert at St. Nicholas
Antiochian
Sunday March 1: Lenten Mission Project
Kick-Off
Sunday March 8: RE Choir Sunday and
Sunday of Orthodoxy Procession
Sunday March 22 Grades 7-12: St John
Chrysostom Oratorical Festival (SJCOF)

Religious Education Upcoming Events
Planning Ahead
Sunday April 5- Spring Break No RE Classes
Saturday April 11: Lazarus Saturday
Sunday April 12: RE Choir Sunday and Palm
Sunday Procession
Friday April 17: Holy Friday Retreat
Sunday April 19: Pascha No RE Classes
Saturday April 25: Michigan SJCOF District
Finals
Sunday May 10: RE Choir Sunday
Friday May 15: Saturday May 16: Hosting 2020
Metropolis of Detroit SJCOF at Holy Trinity
Sunday May 17: Last Day of RE and Honoring
of Graduates

Religious Education Christmas Pageant
Our children did a beautiful job in our
annual Christmas pageant held on Sunday,
December 22nd.

Goya News!
Thank you to all who participated in the
Community Christmas Card with your donations!
Special shout out to Charlie Hiotis for underwriting
the printing!
We enjoyed a beautiful night of Christmas
caroling ! Enjoy some of our photos!
Coming up in January - all hands on deck! We are
in need of volunteers for GOYO. ..all welcome!
January 25 at Grandville Middle. 11 am - 4 or split
into 2 shifts. That evening is a dinner/dance and
celebration! This is open to all members of
HTGOC. Please sigh up in fellowship hall.
Fellowship Wednesday is set for the third
Wednesday of the month! Dinner and spend time
with friends and Father Joshua.
January 15 - 6-8 pm
February 19 - 6-8 pm
March 18 following Liturgy of the Pre Sanctified
Gifts

Goya News!
**GOYANS and parents - Please set aside more dates:

January 12 - planning and prep meeting for GOYO

January 15 - 6-8 pm - Fellowship Wednesday - parents
please attend for GOYO volunteer planning meeting
January 19 - Monthly meeting following Liturgy
January 24 - set up for GOYO at HTGOC
January 25-26 - GOYO Weekend
February 16 - Monthly meeting following Liturgy
February 19 - 6-8 pm Fellowship Wednesday
February 21 - Pan Orthodox Activity at HTGOC
March 7 - Save the Date/Lenten RetreatMarch 14 Griffins Hockey - more details to come
March 15 - Monthly meeting following Liturgy
March 18 - Fellowship Wednesday following Liturgy of
the Pre Sanctified Gifts

Goya News!
Christmas Caroling
December 20th 2019

Philoptochos News
Many thanks to everyone that volunteered for our
annual food and pastry sale. Because of your
efforts we raised over $10,000 All proceeds will be
donated to charity in keeping with our mission.

Upcoming Events
Sunday January 12:
We will have a gathering where we catch up on all current
events and will be viewing Poverty Inc. Join us in the
Bogdan Youth Room at 12:30pm
Save the Date! Saturday Feb 15
We are planning a Valentines day couples mixer on
Saturday evening- watch the weekly e-bulletin for further
details!

February and March Meetings take place the second
Sunday of the month after fellowship coffee hour.
Reminder: Philoptochos hosts our community fellowship
coffee hour the first Sunday of every month

Contacts for Philoptochos programs:
President/New business - Kelly O'Brien Pahman
Vice President - Carol Dyer
Treasury or Membership dues - Linda Triant
Annual food sale - Becky Trierweiler
Funeral ministry - Becky Trierweiler
Sunshine outreach - Carol Dyer
Coffee hour - Christine Cassis
Tuesday Group - Ginger Lange

Choir News

Please Save the Date!
Sunday February 16th 4:00 pm
Pan-Orthodox Choir Concert
St. Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Church
2250 E Paris Ave SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546
Members of our Holy Trinity Choir as well as our Hymnology
Students Grades 1 through 6 will be participating.
We hope to see you all there!

A message from our Choir Director:
Singing the liturgy is a wonderful way to contribute your
talent to our community. Our choir welcomes anyone
interested in joining us. If you are considering the choir or
have any questions please connect with me
at cynthia@thinkck.com for details on practices and more.
We look forward to having you with us!
Cynthia

Hope & Joy
Dear Hope, and Joy parents,

